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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

) 

Yoona Ha,                                           ) 

                                                                    ) 

 Plaintiff,                                             ) Case No. 1:14-CV-00895 

                                                                      ) 

v.       ) 

  ) Honorable Harry D. Leinenweber 

Northwestern University,   )       

                    ) Magistrate Judge Daniel G. Martin 

 Defendant.     )              

 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF HEIDI LOCKWOOD IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S MOTION 

1. My name is Heidi Lockwood and I am currently a tenured Associate Professor of 

Philosophy at Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven, CT. 

2. I have written numerous articles and have been blogging regarding the serious problems 

of sexual misconduct in the academic discipline of Philosophy as an effort to rectify such 

problems. Due to my writings, I am often contacted by fellow Philosophy professors, 

students, or individuals who have concerns about the recurring issues of sexual 

misconduct in our discipline. 

3. In this capacity, I have spoken with multiple philosophers, professors and philosophy 

students who have informed me that Peter Ludlow has had a long history of troubling 

behavior and sexual misconduct, including:  

a. the use of cocaine and the solicitation of prostitutes in a hotel room at an 

American Philosophical Association meeting; 

b.  frequent sexual propositioning (sometimes welcome, sometimes unwelcome) of 

students, some of whom have been under his direct tutelage;  
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c. offering to "pass off" a student girlfriend whom he was dating at the time of the 

incident with the Northwestern undergraduate to another senior Philosophy 

Professor in the U.K., and allegedly offering to write a letter of recommendation 

for the student’s application to a university in London;  

d. using research funds to pay for trips, events, accommodations, food, and alcohol; 

e.  frequent appearances at conferences with students as his “date”, despite the fact 

that the same students are hoping to enter the same field and therefore cannot 

accept letters of recommendation without concerns about quid pro quo 

allegations; and 

f.  taking photographs of a graduate student in a compromised state without her 

permission and then showing it to other philosophers, and calling her "little 

pussy."  

4. It is not an exaggeration to say that Plaintiff Ha’s allegations came as no surprise to many 

philosophers, including myself. 

5. I was also informed that Northwestern University has had knowledge of Ludlow’s 

misconduct toward the female students and his “dating habits” with respect to students 

through conversations with my fellow philosophy professors.  

6. On March 12, 2014, at about 8:30 p.m. E.S.T., I had a text conversation with Dr. Gabriele 

Contessa, Associate Professor of Philosophy at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario. 

Contessa indicated that another philosopher and mutual friend, Dr. Jon Kvanvig, 

Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at Baylor University in Texas, had sent him a 

message saying, "The frustration you experience here is the same as mine over the 
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Ludlow matter, especially since the [Northwestern Philosophy] department knew of his 

dating habits with respect to students before hiring him." 

7. Dr. Kvanvig called me at about 9:00 p.m. E.S.T. on the same day and we spoke at length. 

He explained that he is "dear friends" with Sandy Goldberg, the Chair of the 

Northwestern Philosophy Department, but was deeply conflicted because he had learned 

that:  

a. when Ludlow was interviewing at Northwestern, he showed up with a 24 or 25-

year-old girlfriend who had been one of his undergraduate students at Michigan;  

b.  Matthews Mullins, a graduate student at Northwestern, spoke with Goldberg to 

express concern about the fact that he was dating a former student; 

c.  there was an email exchange among the faculty about whether to investigate to 

see whether dating and/or sexual misconduct was an issue; but the department 

decided not to investigate further. 

8.  Dr. Kvanvig said that he believes that any subpoena of all the emails related to Ludlow's 

hiring will reveal this conversation -- and urged me to quietly pass this information on to 

the relevant attorneys. 

9. I also have an amicable relationship with colleague Dr. Jennifer Lackey, Professor of 

Philosophy at Northwestern University. Dr. Lackey was on the hiring committee for Peter 

Ludlow along with Dr. Sandy Goldberg and Dr. Baron Reed when Northwestern was 

recruiting Ludlow. 

10. In early December 2014, I spoke with Dr. Lackey. I mentioned Dr. Kvanvig's allegation 

that the department had a conversation about whether to investigate the concern 

expressed by Matthew Mullins.  
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11. Dr. Lackey admitted that the department was aware that Ludlow was dating a very young 

woman who had been a student at Michigan, but argued that the department felt that it 

couldn't investigate or ask about a "personal matter." She did admit that, in the wake of 

these pre-hiring concerns, the University should have investigated to see whether there 

was a history or pattern of behavior after the undergraduate filed her complaint. 

12. Ludlow himself has admitted to a colleague last spring that he has had a history of sexual 

engagement with undergraduate students -- but has attempted to represent this as a thing 

of the past.  

13. In a Facebook message conversation of March 9, 2014, Dr. Jason Stanley, Professor of 

Philosophy at Yale University, revealed to me that he had spoken with Ludlow some time 

between February 26 and the date of our conversation, and that Ludlow "did admit to 

dating undergraduate students in previous institutions," but that Stanley was under the 

impression that Ludlow had managed to change the behavior. 

14. On January 4, 2015, Philosopher X, a Northwestern philosophy graduate student who 

does not wish to be named due to fear of retaliation, contacted me via phone, and 

revealed that a group of graduate student women brought a “hostile environment 

complaint” to the department in 2010. The concerns of the students included both sexual 

harassment faculty sexual misconduct – and in particular the exploitation of power 

asymmetries to proposition graduate students. 

15. Philosopher X explained that Ludlow “was the worst” with respect to verbal sexual 

harassment, and that it was a widely-known fact that Ludlow frequently attended strip 

clubs with male graduate students. 
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16. Philosopher X also explained that Ludlow was not the only known problem in the 

Philosophy Department in 2010. At the time, Assistant Professor of Jon Garthoff was 

engaged to a graduate student in the department, whom he had met in his capacity as a 

member of the faculty. When another visiting graduate student from Edinburgh arrived in 

2010, Garthoff suddenly broke off the engagement with the first student and became 

involved with the Edinburgh student. Although the relationships were consensual, 

Philosopher X felt that they had a distinct adverse effect on the climate of the department 

for women. 

17. Philosopher X gave me the name of two former graduate students (neither of whom are 

the graduate student who filed a complaint in spring, 2014), both of whom were the 

recipients of unwelcome sexual advances from Ludlow. Philosopher X also gave me the 

name of two additional graduate students who have first-hand knowledge of Ludlow’s 

sexual misconduct – but emphasized that current graduate students are concerned about 

retaliation, and that everyone in the discipline is concerned about coming forward due to 

the possibility of retaliation from Ludlow via a lawsuit. 

18. According to Philosopher X, “a lot of people,” including Philosopher X, were 

interviewed after the 2010 complaint was brought to the Department of Philosophy. 

However, Philosopher X said, there was no change in Ludlow’s “pursuit” of both 

undergraduate and graduate students, and, according to Philosopher X, most of the 

faculty members were afraid to say anything about the issue. This is still true now. 

19. Moreover, Sandy Goldberg declined to sign an open letter of support written and 

distributed to the philosophical community by five senior philosophers from other 

universities regarding the practical and ethical concerns raised by Ludlow litigating 
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against an alleged sexual harassment victim. The letter was signed and supported by 

philosophers from more than 30 different universities.  

20. Dr. Goldberg explained to Dr. Kvanvig, who invited him to sign, that he could not 

express support for the graduate students because Northwestern University has instructed 

the faculty not to talk about the issue. Around the same time period, there was also a 

remarkable failure of the faculty (aside from Dr. Lackey and her husband Dr. Baron 

Reed) to take a stance on the issue or provide support for the graduate students, even by 

simply quietly "liking" their links to the letter of support on social media. 

21. Conversations with individuals in the department over the past couple of months have 

revealed that the Department of Philosophy at Northwestern University is failing to 

respond to the problem of faculty sexual misconduct and failing to provide support for 

the graduate student complainant and her faculty mentor by failing to talk about the 

problem, whether out of fear of being sued by Ludlow, or fear of irritating the 

administration by publicly showing support for the complainants and/or Dr. Jennifer 

Lackey. 

22.  I first contacted Plaintiff’s attorneys with this information on December 13, 2014. I 

spoke with Plaintiff’s attorneys at length about the above referenced events on December 

22, 2014. 
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